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Chairman’s Column 

As we go into summer it looks like we can finally enjoy face to face 
meetings again, it has been so long since we had "proper" meetings but if 
everything keeps progressing as it should we can start to meet with some 
restrictions. Larger WIs may have more difficulty with number restrictions 
but this is where our smaller WIs will benefit. Whatever you can do please 
follow guidelines and most of all enjoy meeting up with all your fellow 
Members as you plan your activities. 
 
As a Federation we are cautiously planning a few events to add to the 
Zoom meetings we have in place for you all. I am sure you will find some 
details in this month`s County News or on our website, please book face to 
face events in the usual way through your Secretary. It’s fingers crossed 
and everything else that they will be able to take place. It will take time for 
some Members to have the confidence to go out again and mix with others 
but with thought and care I am sure we can all enjoy WI events again.   
                                  
Clare Robertson Smith has decided to stand down as a Trustee on the 
Board and we would like to thank her for all the work she has done while 
on the Board, enjoy more time with your grandchildren Clare. 
 
Hope to see you soon, Janet 

Public Affairs 

Associated Country Women of the World  
2020 has been a year like nothing else most of us have experienced in our lifetimes. 
However, some things have continued including the need for women across the world to be 
empowered through education, economic self-reliance and improved health. ACWW has 
worked to improve the lot of women in many developing countries for nearly 100 years, 
supported financially by women like you and me. Women’s Institutes have contributed 
through the “Pennies for Friendship” scheme and my thanks go to every Institute who has 
contributed again this year, even though members have not been able to meet as a group.  

In 2020 a total of £2236.78 has been sent so far to ACWW – one Institute gave a donation envelope to every 
member and then collected these by visiting everyone - an opportunity for a socially distanced chat at the door.  

It is still not too late to send a donation–cheques made out to “ACWW” to the Federation Secretary at WI House. 

More information about the work of ACWW can be found on their website https://www.acww.org.uk/.  

Dilys Few, ACWW Rep, Public Affairs and International Committee  

https://leicestershire-and-rutland.thewi.org.uk/
https://www.acww.org.uk/


Membership 
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The LRFWI Membership Committee is responsible for assisting WIs with any help they require.   
I hope you find the following items useful. Mandy Cutler, Membership Committee Chair.  
 
 
 
With the successful roll out of the vaccination programme and the decreasing prevalence of Covid, we can 
cautiously look forward to the lifting of more government restrictions.  

From 17 May 

At the time of writing, this is what is anticipated. 

Assuming all has gone well with Coronavirus infection rates leading 
up to this date, this is when indoor meetings in groups of six will be 
allowed (Rule of Six). 

Groups outside will be allowed to meet in a maximum of 30 people. 

Again, if you meet either inside or outside as a WI, you will need to 
carry out a risk assessment. 

For the full guidance, including a risk assessment template/example 
and health and safety measures, please see My WI at:  

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/running-your-wi/guide-to-running-meetings/
resumption-of-wi-meetings 

 
 
 

Has your WI been having outdoor meetings, maybe walks or other activities?  

A breakout group working on the allotment maybe or a garden/park meet up?  

A sporting activity? 

Let us know about your activities as we emerge from lockdown.  

 

Is your WI celebrating a special anniversary this year?  

If so, get in touch with some photos and details about how your members celebrated for 

County News. 

 
 

Send in your item for County News to WI House by email: wihouse@lrfwi.org or post to arrive by the FIRST of 
the preceding month at the latest. 

 
 

 

This new project showcases all the wonderful benefits of being a WI member and all the aspects we love about 
the WI.  

You can view a #WILove membership menu on My WI: https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/essential-information/wi-love 

Everything you can currently enjoy to make the most of your membership now can be accessed on this page, 
including events, personal development opportunities and social media platforms. 

If you would like to promote your WI with friends, neighbours and relatives in a fun way you can use the WI pass-
it-on projects. Here are just two of them: 

 Rag Flowers                                                     Crackle Cookies  

Coming out of Lockdown 

We would love to hear from you! 

#WILove: A showcase of the WI 

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/running-your-wi/members-resources/resumption-of-wi-meetings
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/running-your-wi/members-resources/resumption-of-wi-meetings
mailto:wihouse@lrfwi.org
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/essential-information/wi-love
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Federation Events 

Free Federation Online Events  

Our free Federation virtual events programme continues with 2 events per month until 

the end of June. We want to ensure that there remains a free offer from your 

Federation recognising that, as parts of life begin to open up, many of us will continue 

to find the virtual events accessible and interesting.  
 

Friday 4 June 7pm 

Tales from a Dairy Farmer’s Wife with Jane Barnes (Bookings close 27 May) 

Local farmer Jane Barnes shares her amusing stories, real life anecdotes and farming tales of being a 

dairy farmers’ daughter, to meeting Mark at Young Farmers Club, to running her own dairy farm for the 

past 25 years, whilst bringing up a family, life has never been dull. Their children Charlotte (named 

after a favourite cow) and Harry (bred to be the next dairy man) have not only provided great material 

but also enlightened her life as a farmers’ wife and therefore, her tales too.  

Monday 28 June 7pm 

Sex, Secrets, Scandal and Salacious Gossip of the Royal Court, 1660 to 1830 with 

Sarah Slater. 

Sarah Slater, Guide Lecturer at the Historic Royal Palaces, will be back with her second talk 

disclosing all the naughty bits of history you would probably not have learnt about at school! She will 

discuss sexual diseases of the time and the methods used to prevent them. Warning, this talk is not 

for the prude, it is fun but rude!  

How to Book 

To book your place on each event, simply email WI House (wihouse@lrfwi.org) with 

*Your name *Name of your WI *Title of the event *Email address for the Zoom link to be sent 

Bookings will close at 12pm the day before each event unless otherwise stated. 

All online events are held on Zoom, the link for each event being emailed to you directly. Full details of how to 

access the Zoom event will be provided in the booking confirmation email, along with the event link and entry 

time.  
These events may be recorded &  photographed, we will presume permission unless we are otherwise informed.  

A Food & Flowers Committee fund-raising event 
 

Guided tour of Leicester Botanic Gardens 
 Thursday 8th or Tuesday 20th July 2021 

 

2pm to approx. 4.30pm Tickets £10, including tea and cake.  
 

Members - please contact your WI secretary to book your chosen date, including your email address or 
telephone number so that we can contact you directly if necessary. Please also tell us of any special 

dietary requirements. 
 

Secretaries - a completed booking form is essential to secure a place, so book early to avoid disappointment.  
Closing date for bookings is Thursday 17 June.  Your booking will be confirmed but tickets will not be issued. 

 

This event may be photographed, we will presume permission unless we are otherwise informed.  

Federation Thanks 

In County News November 2020 we published a piece remembering Jean Holes. Jean died just 
before her 101st birthday and had been a staunch supporter of the WI having joined Peatling 

Magna WI soon after it began. Jean’s work as a VCO is remembered by many because in this 
capacity she established a number of our institutes which are still going strong today. Jean gave her 
time on our Executive Committee and as a member of the Home Economics Committee. She also 
shared her skills as a speaker demonstrating paper sculpture. As one member remembers ‘Jean 

was a painter of some skill and enjoyed several other crafts. If we needed anything making for the 
WI Jean was the one to make it.’  

We were delighted to receive a legacy from Jean’s estate which we will use to support the 
Federation, particularly the aspects that Jean was actively involved with. 



Food & Flowers Committee 

This month Jacqui is sharing two great seasonal recipes: Broad Bean Guacamole is a wonderful alternative for 
avocado, with a much lower environmental impact, and the Strawberries and Cream Cheesecake Pots speak for 
themselves!  Jane’s recipe for Smoked Haddock, Bacon and Tomato Bake is an easy but tasty light fish dish for 
summer and would be delicious with new potatoes or crusty bread. 
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Broad Bean Guacamole  

Serves 4 

360g broad beans (shelled weight, fresh or frozen) 

Glug of extra virgin olive oil (plus  

extra to serve) 

6 coriander sprigs, leaves picked,  

stalks finely chopped 

1 unwaxed lime, zest and juice 

¼ red onion finely diced. 
 

Blanch the beans in a large pan of boiling water for 3 minutes, then drain and refresh under running cold 

water. 

Transfer beans to a food processor, add the extra virgin olive oil, coriander stalks, half the coriander leaves 

and the lime zest and juice and blitz to a smooth puree. 

Season to taste, dress with the remaining coriander leaves, some chilli , and a dusting of sumac if liked.  

Drizzle with some extra virgin olive oil. 

Serving suggestion, great on toast instead of avocado, spread the puree on the toast, the top with the 

seasoning and a poached egg. 

Smoked Haddock, Bacon and Tomato Bake 

Serves 4 (set oven 190°C or 180° fan or Gas mark 5) 

 

½ oz Butter 

1 small Onion chopped 

4oz Bacon chopped 

8oz Tomatoes sliced 

12oz Smoked Haddock 

2-3 tbsp Water 

2oz Breadcrumbs 

2oz Mature Cheddar cheese, 

grated 

Grease a medium sized ovenproof dish. Melt the butter in a pan and fry 

onions till soft but not coloured. 

Add the bacon to the onions in the pan and cook for a further 2 to 3 minutes. 

Arrange half the tomato slices in the dish to cover the bottom of the dish. 

Cover the tomatoes with the onion and bacon mixture. 

Place the haddock on top of this layer and top with the remaining tomato 

slices. 

Pour on the water and sprinkle with the breadcrumbs and cheese. 

Cover with a lid or kitchen foil and cook for 20 minutes. 

Remove lid or foil and cook a further 10 minutes until topping is browned. 

Strawberries & Cream Cheesecake Jars 

Serves 8 in small jars 

200g buttery biscuits, e.g. shortbread 

200g cream cheese or mascarpone 

200ml double cream 

6tbsp icing sugar 

2 tsp vanilla extract 

500g strawberries, halves or quarters 

 

Blitz the biscuits to crumbs in a processor or bash in a bag with a rolling pin. Divide the biscuit between jars. 

In a large bowl, whisk the cream cheese or mascarpone with the cream, 5 tbsp of icing sugar and vanilla 

extract until softly whipped. 

Tip half of the strawberries and remaining sugar into another bowl and crush with a fork to a puree 

Keep a few remaining strawberries for topping 

Ripple the puree through the cream mix and divide between jars, adding some strawberry pieces in between. 

Top with the reserved berries, secure lids and chill. 
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Food & Flowers Committee 

Penny is sharing her love of Peonies this month, and suggesting gardens and nurseries famous for these 

beautiful plants.  The Peony is a favourite garden flower, popular with brides but you need to be quick for these 

short lived bloomers! Lots of varieties to choose from – which is your favourite? 

 

 

Garden Visits: 

Felley Priory, Nottinghamshire NG16 5FJ (J.27 M1).  For more details go to www.felleypriory.co.uk.    

£5 admission.  Herbaceous borders for all seasons with a Rose & Peony garden.  Small café and plant centre.  

Stoke Albany House, Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 8PT further details on website.  

www.stokealbanyhouse.co.uk. Open for NGS gardens on Wednesdays throughout June/July. Large herbaceous 

gardens, includes peonies.  Book through www.ngs.org.uk. 

Growers:  

Kelways Nursery, Langport, Somerset :  Famous for its Peony Valley. www.kelways.co.uk. 

Primrose Hall Peonies, Bedfordshire - Grow over 300 varieties of peony with a plant heritage collection of rare 

ITOH hybrids and exhibit at national garden shows. www.primrosehallpeonies.co.uk 

Herbaceous Peony 

Sarah Bernhart - Pale Pink 

A favourite for weddings and is commercially grown  

Blooms May-June (Mid) 

Herbaceous Peony 

Coral Charm - Salmon pink transforms  colour through to pale lemon 

Blooms May (Early) 

Herbaceous Peony 

Bowl of Beauty - cerise pink with frothy cream centre and is scented 

Blooms May - June 

Tree Peony 

Collectable plants some rare varieties, brighter colours  

Blooms April - May 

Itoh – Intersectional Peony 

Crossed with Tree & Herbaceous peony, more intense colours  with large flower heads 

Blooms May/June 

WI Resolutions  

We hope you enjoyed our recent zoom meeting on this year’s resolution.   

What happens next? Well, your WI needs to vote on the resolution either at your May meeting or if you prefer, 
you can wait until after the National AGM when speakers will be talking about the resolution.  

How does my WI cast our vote?  All WIs get one vote – for or against the resolution. The vote on the resolution 
for the 2020/21 process will take place after the Annual Meeting. WIs will have time before and after the Annual 
Meeting on 8 June to consider how they wish to vote. WI link delegates who attend the Annual meeting will vote 
on behalf of the WIs they represent. WIs must let their link delegate know how they wish to vote by 30 June. WI 
Secretaries will be informed who is acting as their link delegate. 

If you have a good idea for a resolution, please consider putting it forward for selection in 2022. A Resolution 
Submission form will be available on My WI later this summer. The date for submission to National is early 
September so you will need to discuss your resolution within your WI before then. Your resolution then needs to 
be checked and verified by the Federation Resolution Adviser before it is sent to National.   

If you require any more information please contact Sue Mottram, Resolution Adviser (suemottram@lrfwi.org) 

Public Affairs 

https://www.felleypriory.co.uk/
http://www.stokealbanyhouse.co.uk/
https://ngs.org.uk/
https://www.kelways.co.uk/
https://primrosehallpeonies.co.uk/
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Around the Counties 

Members of Anstey WI were delighted with another goody 
bag full of home-made gifts and treats for Easter, as well as 
a newsletter and a quiz. This time delivery was shared by a 
number of people, so each had only a small number to do, 
and it was a joy to do on foot in beautiful sunshine. 

We had a speaker at our Zoom meeting in April. Tracey 
Pollard told us about Age UK Leicestershire. There were 
technical issues at her end. At first we could see but not hear 
her, then we could hear but not see. This puzzled her, as 
she had successfully used Zoom that same afternoon. We 
went ahead with audio only, poor Tracy bewailing the fact 
that she had put on make-up and done her hair specially! 

Nevertheless, she proved a warm and enthusiastic speaker. 
She began with the need for volunteers, particularly for the 
befriending service. Tracey does this herself, and clearly 
enjoys it very much. She also told us of the 28 services they 
provide, most of which are free. A new, popular one is their 
footcare. They have also delivered food and medicine to 
people unable to get out during the pandemic. 

She encouraged us all to take part in the 
Big Knit, making tiny hats for Innocent 
smoothies. Each one earns 25p for the 
charity. Several of us had 
made them in the past, and 
some new recruits have 
already started on them. 
There is a good range of 
patterns available on the 
internet, so although they 

are quick to make it doesn’t become repetitive 
or tedious. In fact it can be great fun. 

Anstey 

THE BLIND PHOTOGRAPHER, A TALK BY DR. BRIAN 

NEGUS. 

Our April Zoom Meeting saw 25 Sapcote WI Ladies 
introduced to another wonderful speaker with an outstanding 
talent. He opened the meeting by asking the question “If you 
lost your sight how do you think you would feel – and what 
would you miss the most?” 
 
Brian has a genetic condition called Optic Atrophy and this 
condition has gradually been affecting his sight from the age 
of eight. He has been registered blind since 1990. 
Photography has enabled him to see the world around us, 
something we all take for granted and he proceeded to 
explain how. He played us a video of several different sight 
loss conditions and how, with those conditions, the world 
appeared through those eyes. He also told us of the sight 
loss charity ‘Vista’ which operates in Leicester, 
Leicestershire and Rutland and how it provides many helpful 
services including, Rehabilitation, Digital Vision, Children 
and Family Support and Residential Homes. Brian also said 
it was very important to have regular eye tests. 
 
With the help of his iPhone, special glasses with magnifying 
lenses, a compact digital camera and, most importantly, his 
wife pointing him in the right direction he can take the most 
fantastic photographs. He downloads the pictures onto his 
computer at home and uses a special programme to see 
them on the screen, this magnifies the images which he can 
then enhance. Brian said it was instinct, sound, shadows, 
luck and experience over time, that enables him to take such 
wonderful photographs. A photograph he took of a bee 
taking nectar from a plant, magnified greatly, which made 
him realize how hairy the creature was, something a 
normally sighted person could have only seen from Brian’s 
enhanced photograph. 
 
Dr. Brian Negus’s photographs were beautiful, his ‘talk’ was 
inspirational and he was a very charming and clever man. 

Sapcote 

We have now 

had two 

successful 

Zoom meetings 

attracting 

twenty two of 

our members 

each month. 

In March we were treated to a humorous and entertaining 

evening from Geoff Harris on his life as a Toastmaster. 

Wonderful light hearted talk entitled “Toastmaster Tales”. 

April was slightly more serious, but highly informative with 

Samantha Hancock from Leicestershire Police on cyber 

crime and online safety. Would highly recommend, we are  

now far more aware of online pitfalls and how to avoid them. 

This evening finished off with a short general knowledge quiz 

to keep the little grey cells working and members came away 

learning a little bit of trivia! Do you know what a group of 

giraffes are called?........... a tower! 

We are also pleased to announce that we have all our 
members re-joining for the year with a few new members 
simmering. Onward and upward and we look forward, like all 
Institutes, to meeting face to face, if all goes to plan, in a few 
months time. 

 

Market Bosworth 

As we are unable to meet at present Great Bowden WI were 
set an online Easter quiz. The clues were all of the cryptic 
kind and once solved revealed the names of past and 
present shops.  Some were fairly easy to spot but others 
were brain teasers.  
 
The winners were-  
1

st
 Karen Burnell  

2
nd

  Ann Fox  
3

rd
 Helen Harrison  

  
Here is a picture of our 
President, Susan Woollard, 
presenting the first prize to 
Karen.  
  
Until we can all meet again inside, the Committee have 
arranged two zoom meetings. The first on Wednesday 
5

th
 May to give members a chat time to say “Hello” again and 

to swap experiences from the past year, and exchange 
ideas.  The second is to be on 2

nd
 June when it is hoped 

there will be a speaker. Then on 10
th

 June, Member, Sharon 
Webb will lead a socially distanced walk around 
Wistow. Hopefully concluding with an outdoor coffee.  

Great Bowden 
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Around the Counties 

We have had a very interesting 
time with our walk in the village in 
support of violence against 
women. Seventeen people 
walked, many who do not belong 
to the WI. Possible future 
members perhaps when we can 
hold proper meetings again.  
 

We met in groups of six at our 
local windmill and cafe and it was 

so lovely to see most of the members there.  

Several of us took a walk through the 
wood to see the willow sculptures; 

Pheasants, a red kite and boxing hares 
just being some of them.   

We continue with our monthly zoom 
meetings and telephone calls but we are 
all anxious to be back meeting in person. 
Perhaps it will not be too long. 

Wymondham 

Although we have not met for our monthly meetings for a 
year, the Woodhouse Eaves Committee has worked hard to 
keep in touch with members.  We met in small groups when 
we could, delivering a monthly newsletter and Christmas 
gifts, not forgetting birthday greetings.  Finally, we took up 
the challenge and went on-line to discuss our latest favourite 
books and had fun with quizzes and coffee and chat 
mornings.   

At the end March 2021 the 
outgoing Committee 
presented each member 
with a “Recipes we Love” 
Cookery Book, complete 
with pyrographed wooden 
spoon, to boost morale 
during our third lockdown 

and to encourage our 
members to join us for 
what we hope will be a 
more sociable year with the 
WI.    

April saw us go “Zooming” 
with a return to virtual monthly meetings and Sue Tonks 

entertained us with an enlightening evening of “You Be the 
Judge”.  Now, with a new, enthusiastic Committee and a full 
programme ahead, the Woodhouse Eaves WI is looking 
forward to a successful year. 

Woodhouse Eaves 

Leicester Ladies April meeting 
was a spa experience, we were 
joined by 3 WI Wanderers from 
Fulham & Chelsea WI, West 
Wickham WI and Runcorn 
WI.  How wonderful is it to talk 
to our WI members from all over 
the country, Zoom has certainly 
changed the WI and the way we 

communicate with each 
other.  Olivia, our Temple Spa 
Therapist, guided us through a 
home spa treatment with sample 
products previously 
bought.  They smelt wonderful 

and were a delight to use, I  think we all slept very 
well.  Many thanks to Olivia for a relaxing evening just what 
we need for our mental health. 

One of our members bought 
some bulbs from our 
catalogue last year, this is the 
result!  She is more than 
happy with them, she orders 
every year and we are waiting 
for her next order!! 

Leicester Ladies 

In April, Jools Partridge told Cossington members what his 
work involved as a wildlife officer for Leicestershire County 
Council transport department. 

Prior to any major work being done on roads and bridges a 
comprehensive wildlife survey is commissioned to establish 
the impact on species around the area. As his talk 
progressed it became only too apparent the vast amount of 
work done by the council to protect the wildlife in our area.  

When asked what we could do to help, Jools advised us to 
simply take pleasure in our wildlife and to get involved by 
volunteering. 

As Easter approached members, 
Barbara and Janet, filled 
lockdown hours by making Easter 
egg hunt bags and Jayne knitted 
Peter Rabbits containing cream 
eggs. 

 

Cossington 

A few of our members 
met for a socially 
distanced walk in Sence 
Valley. It was so good to 
catch up and see faces 
we hadn't seen for over 
a year. Everyone 
enjoyed it so much we 
are going to do it again 
soon. 

Hugglescote and Coalville 



8    County News    June 2021 

Ladies from Birstall & Wanlip WI met 
for the first time in 2021, they did a 
socially distanced walk to Wanlip 
Church and round Wanlip Meadows. 
It was a lovely sunny day, the only 
downfall was they hadn't booked a 
table for drinks after the walk and 
the local pub garden was full. They 

will know better next time. 

Maxilyn Geary & Beverly Blackburn from Birstall & Wanlip 
WI supported a local charity, Jades Retreat, by manning a 
stall in the British Legion carpark. They were asking for 
donations for various crafts made by members of the 
Community and WI ladies. They raised a total of £192.51. 

Birstall and Wanlip 

In April Marilyn Bishop gave us an enthusiastic talk on Beryl 
Cook OBE, the painter. 

In 1948 she married John Cook and had a son. She had no 
formal training in art but was influenced by saucy seaside 
postcards. Beryl was a very private, unassuming person. She 
would paint on a variety of surfaces, driftwood, mirrors and 
strangely toilet seats! 

Moving to Plymouth in 1968 to run a B&B, a guest, admiring 
her work, advised her to contact the Plymouth Arts Centre, 
where her first exhibition took place in 1975. 

She had a distinct style of painting, using her own 
experiences, and having a great eye for detail. She will 
always be known for painting large ladies with not much facial 
expression, their arms and legs appear to do the talking! Her 
paintings depict a slice of social history and nostalgia. Styles 
of fashion from hair, clothes and particularly shoes (red) 
definitely influenced her. 

She went on to great success and in 1996 she was awarded 
an OBE but she was too shy to accept it from the queen 
receiving it at a quiet ceremony in Plymouth instead. A typical 
painting of Beryl's called "Hairdressing". 

Barrow Upon Soar 

Around the Counties 

Greetham started 2021 on Zoom for our January meeting.  
Each month we have had a very interesting speaker. Our 
Ladies embraced zoom and after the absence of meetings in 
2020, our monthly zoom meetings have proved a great 
success. Some found Zoom difficult at first but gradually 
numbers increased but we improved with practice and we 
now have around 30 members logging on each month. 

Our April meeting was very hands on, with Estelle Allen 
explaining and demonstrating reflexology. Estelle talked the 
ladies through a reflexology session, everyone following 
Estelle and working on their hands and face. Estelle 
explained the benefits and how the body responds to 
reflexology. This worked extremely well and when Estelle 
closed the session with a period relaxation, it was pure 
heaven! Many members said that they almost nodded off! 
Not from boredom I can assure you far from it but from sheer 
enjoyment. 

Cruelly we then had to put our thinking caps on and we all 
took part in a general knowledge quiz organised by Ande 
Peachey, which was great fun and showed that we were still 
wide awake! 

Next month we have a virtual tour of Cambridge, with a talk 
being given by a green badge guide.  This should be good 
fun as our guide, Murray Taylor tells us that even if we are 
familiar with Cambridge he will be taking us to little known 
places and has interesting tales to tell us. 

Greetham 

Our March zoom meeting was well attended. We were 
treated to a talk about Hatting  in Atherstone by Eddie 
Smallwood. He kept us interested, and many of us will be 
taking a trip to Atherstone and looking around for all of the 
historical landmarks he told us about. 

Eddie also told us about his book ‘Legions to Legends’ 
which was written during lockdown. 

You can find Eddie on Facebook ‘Legions to Legends’. 

Many members are keen to join Eddie on one of his history 
walks when we are allowed to mix again! 

Sheepy 

Special Mention 
Valerie Taylor 

Since Oadby Brookside were formed in 1982 we had the 
same treasurer, Valerie Taylor. 39 years service - this must 

be a record! Sadly, Oadby Brookside WI have recently 
suspended. 

Oadby Brookside 



Around the Counties 
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James Haddow entertained us fabulously by Zoom for over 
an hour with “The Life and Loves of the Taxi Driver Poet”, 
reciting his own unique poems interspersed with amusing 
anecdotes of his life. He has always loved words and used 
to recite his poems and stories to his passengers when 
working as a taxi driver in Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 
and soon gained a reputation, appearing in local media.  
 
He gave us a list of his 100 favourite poems and asked us to 
talk about ours. Wordsworth’s “Daffodils” had prompted him 
to write his own “Do clouds get lonely?” and he gave us his 
version of Shakespeare’s “Shall I compare thee…...” which 
made us all laugh. His poems were on many themes – love, 
life, loss and memories. Many were humorous, others sad 
and poignant.  
 
He has presented to many WI groups and his poem about a 
WI raffle caused more laughter as well as the one about his 
wife having a crush on Monty Don! It was a really enjoyable 
evening and we all could have listened to him for another 
hour! 
 
 
 
 
 

Our committee delivered an Easter treat of 
a chocolate bunny (to aid inspiration?) and 
an Easter quiz to each member; several 
members had made Easter wreaths for 
their doors and one a delightful Easter tree. 
 
 
 
 

We have been meeting in groups of 6 in gardens to chat and 
catch up in person and look forward to being able to do so in 
larger groups. We continue to plan future meetings and 
events for when regulations allow. Modern technology has 
been a life-line during these difficult times but we can’t wait 
til our meetings return to as near normal as possible. 

Broughton Astley 

The ladies of Ullesthorpe are now busy planting bee friendly 

flowers having listened to a very interesting talk on the 

importance of honey bees. Without the bee's pollination we 

would not have successful crops, flowers and fruit. There are 

many threats to the bees in our gardens and it is up to us to 

plant for bees, 

buy British 

honey, keep 

bees if possible 

and report 

swarms for 

collection.  

Julia Wallis 

gave us an insight into how to do all of these things. You can 

even arrange to rent a hive for your garden. 

There are many 

health benefits 

of honey too. 

You will have a 

better digestive 

system, it is a 

fast healer for 

sore throats 

and healing wounds, especially chronic leg ulcers. It is now 

used on MRSA resistant bugs. 

We were encouraged to plant gorse, heather, single headed 

flowers like daisies and native British flowers. Early spring 

flowers are important for the bees coming out of hibernation 

especially blue and purple blooms. 

We were saddened when 

Freda Williams (pictured on 

the right) decided not to 

renew her subscription – after 

more than sixty years as a 

member!  During that time 

Freda has played a very 

active role in all things WI, 

including being President of 

Ullesthorpe WI in the mid-1970s, the Group Convenor of the 

Wycliffe Group, a long standing and very active member of 

the Home Economics Committee (now Food & Flowers) and 

Vice Chairman of the Executive Committee (now Board of 

Trustees).   

At a local level Freda took part in as many outings and 

events as possible, could be relied upon to present the 

Resolutions to our WI, and was thrilled to attend the WI 

Centenary Garden Party at Buckingham Palace in 2015.   

When Freda was president she invited Stretton-on-Dunsmore 

WI, in Warwickshire, to be twinned with Ullesthorpe.  This 

resulted in Stretton coming to us for our August meeting one 

year and Ullesthorpe visiting them the next. These were 

always happy events and only came to an end when Stretton

-on-Dunsmore WI was suspended in 2019. 

Jean Eastell, President of Ullesthorpe WI, and two committee 
members enjoyed a sunny afternoon with Freda at Easter 
and presented her with a Jam and Jerusalem rose in 
appreciation of everything that she has done for the WI over 
many years.  We wish her a long and happy ‘retirement’ and 
look forward to seeing her whenever possible. 

Ullesthorpe 



MARTIN TIBBLES 

 

PAINTING  & DECORATING                       

SERVICES 

For all your home and  

Exterior re-decoration  

requirements by a qualified  

tradesman. 

Covid Vaccinated 
 

Contact Martin on 

0116 2910489  or  07855 412 945 
Free estimates and advice given.  
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Copy for County News 
Please send material for  
inclusion in County News to WI House by e-mail:  wihouse@lrfwi.org or post to 
arrive by the FIRST of the preceding month at the latest. 

Adverts and announcements by the same time to finance@lrfwi.org. 

Advertising Rates  
WI Announcements  5p pw  
For sale/wanted (WI only)  
5p per word text only  
£5 per column inch with graphics. 
Minimum charge  £3.00 
Charity rate   
£5.00 per column inch 
Commercial rate (including WI members business advertising) 
£9.00 per column inch 
 

Discounts available for regular  
advertisers. Please pay on receipt of invoice only.  
Cheques made payable to LRFWI and sent to WI House.  
 
We do not accept any responsibility for any adverts published in County News. 
Advertisements are accepted subject to space available.  

Advertisements 

CFS  Computers 
PC & Laptop Repairs 

Virus Removal—Data Recovery                                               

Websites—Screen Repairs                                                                  

www.cfscomputers.co.uk 

County News 

WI Diary 2022 

You can now order your 2022 
WI diary from your WI 

Secretary.  
The diary is dark green and completely 

recyclable (except for the ribbon)! 

Diaries are £5.50 each. 

Orders from WI Secretaries are to be received 
at WI House before Thursday, 29 July 2021 

so please order from your WI Secretary in 
plenty of time! 

 

Monthly Draw Winners! 

Congratulations to our Monthly Draw 
winners for April! 

 

 

1st Prize £25 

No. 5 
Anne Allison, Groby WI 

 

2nd Prize £15 
No. 55 

Gill Lyth, Narborough & Littlethorpe WI 
 

3rd Prize £10 
No. 45 

Margaret Osborne, Hollycroft WI 
 

Thank you to all of the members who 
have supported the Federation by 

buying a Monthly Draw ticket! 


